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 It’s not too late to sign up for a 

display case or to volunteer to help 

out at our upcoming Skagit Rock & 

Gem Club upcoming ‘A Gem, Mineral, 

Fossil & Jewelry Show’.  

 Come join in with setting up on 

Friday, November 10 for the show on 

Saturday and Sunday, November 

11th & 12th at the Sedro-Woolley 

Community Center! 

If you know of a space that would work for our 

workshop, for little or nothing, let us know! 
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Time Again for 2024 Dues! 

Club dues will give membership thru August 2023. Please pay dues if you would like to continue your mem-

bership and receive the newsletter. Membership dues must be paid to use the club shop.  

Membership forms are available at every meeting. Invite your "rockhound" friends to our next one!  

Your yearly dues cover membership privileges from September 2023 through August 31st, 2024. Dues are 

$15.00 per year for adults and $5.00 for those under age 16. 

Payment can be made by cash or check at a meeting or by mailing the form and payment to address below:  

Dave Britten  

PO Box 244  

Mount Vernon, WA  98273  

Welcome New Members! 

Kara Adams 
Donna Davison 

Dale Dewey 
Travis Malone 
Merlin Poutre 

Bill Rinker 
Jennifer Ross,  and  

Tessa Scott  

It’s that time of year for 

selecting new Officer's! We 

are still looking to fill the 

position of  Federation Di-

rector.  

“The Federation Director 

shall represent the Society 

at all functions of the 

Northwest Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 

and make a full report of 

any transactions of the 

Federation that are of in-

terest or concern to the 

Society.”  

There are also a couple 

Committee positions that 

have openings.  

Let us know if you are in-

terested.  

From the Editor: 

We’ve got a lot going on getting ready for our annual Rock and 

Gem Show! There is still time to sign up to volunteer to help with 

the many things that are needed to make this show a success. You 

can sign up for a display case or to demonstrate your unique skills 

and talents. Also, we are still in  need of donations for our scholar-

ship raffle and if you have extra Halloween candy, that would be a 

great contribution for the children's activities!  

Raffle donations must be turned in the day before the show to be 

organized and documented, so be sure to show up at our next 

meeting to get all the details and get involved! 

As I am putting this newsletter together, this year's International 

ShakeOut Day on October 19 at 10:19 a.m is about to happen. It 

got me thinking about what an active area we live in.  I felt the 

earth shake my chair earlier this month from an earthquake that 

was  centered south of Port Townsend, a 4.3 magnitude. Glad it 

didn’t last any longer.! Make sure you’re prepared before  one 

happens! Check out  https://www.ready.gov/earthquakes for 

more info.  

The excerpt of “Spirit Whales and Sloth Tales” was contributed by 

Sandy Hansen. It tells of the diversity of the many unique fossils 

that have been found right in our backyards!  Thanks Sandy!  

Till next time—Keep Rockin’ 

Charlene 
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UPCOMING Mineral Council Field Trips  
 

Updated 10/01/23 (From Washington State Mineral Council) 

Next trips: 

November 11 – Blanchard Hill for Stilpnomelane (Dalmation stone) and green chert.     Contact: 
Marysville Rock Club-- Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# (425) 760-2786 

Keep updated on http://www.mineralcouncil.zoho.com Land management changes, and roads close 
regularly. There is a area on web page with tool category in pictures and names of tools. Always 
have proper cloths and gear for conditions. Be prepared with safety, first aid, food and drink. A week 
before trips I (Ed Lehman) will have a pdf file with map and info for that trip I can send you on re-
quest. I will do the same for trip host. Try to be at the meeting site 30 minutes before trip time for 
details and instructions with a full tank of gas. Use code of ethics, keep our lands open to rockhound-
ing.  

Many trips need Discover Pass, Trailhead Pass & Forest Pass. Ask when you inquire about trip  

GPS Co-ordinates Needed  

The WSMC needs the GPS co-ordinates of any and all of the collecting sites in the 

state. In an effort to make the map booklets as accurate as possible the Mineral 

Council is asking for everyone to record GPS readings while on field trips The data 

can also be used to help in our fight to keep our collecting areas open.  

Don’t forget--Check out the WA State Mineral Council webpage 

for all the gem shows and field trips this fall.   

https://mineralcouncil.wordpress.com/ 

We are in the process of collecting names for membership 

pins/nametags. The cost for a single badge has gone up to 

$25.00 (!!!) plus tax, and two to ten are $12.50 (plus tax ~ 

totals $13.60 each).  Members pay upfront, and when we 

have several requests, the club will order them to get the 

lower pricing. Please let Dave know if you are interested 

in ordering one before or at our next meeting. 
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SKAGIT ROCK & GEM CLUB MEETING MINUTES  

Skagit Rock & Gem Club Board Meeting 7 October 2023 

Board Members present: Eric Self - President, Peggy Peterson – Vice President, Wes Frank – Past 
President, Charlene Rhodes – Bulletin Editor, David Britten - Treasurer 

(Norma MacDonald – Secretary - out of town)   

President Eric opened the Board Meeting at 9:35am. 

Old Business: The ongoing discussion of a lease with the City of Mount Vernon for a building the City 
offered us on Barker Street to replace our current Shop Building at the Ballfields by the Fairgrounds.  

David, as Treasurer, brought forth the conclusion that we cannot afford the offered facility. The 
Board discussed this further. 

Wes Frank made a motion that we abandon the lease on the replacement building offered by the City 
of Mount Vernon and vacate the Ballpark Building. Seconded by Peggy Peterson. Voted and passed 
with all “I’s”. 

There was discussion of actions moving forward with this decision: A Club member has offered a 
temporary place to store the larger equipment until we find another venue. Eric mentioned that the 
Box Truck the Club used before we bought our current trailer for storing our Show Cases and Show 
Supplies could be used for storing the rock that needs to be moved from the Fairgrounds. Plans for 
moving our equipment and rocks will continue to be made.  

New Business: Election of Officers: All officers present today have agreed to continue in their roles 
for next year.  

Meeting adjoined at 9:53 am. 

 

General Meeting Minutes   October 7, 2023 

Meeting called to order by Eric at 10:10  a.m. 

Officers present: Eric Self - President, Peggy Peterson - Vice President, Wes Frank - Past President, 
David Britten— Treasurer 

Guests:  Bill Rinker, Travis Malone, Jennifer Ross, Merlin Poutre, Tessa Scott, Donna Davison, Dale 
Dewey, Kara Adams 

Minutes from September accepted as read 

Treasurer's report:   Dave read statement from Banner Bank dated 9-15-23  approved and 2nd 

Program:  Dave gave a presentation on Septarian nodules.  

Show and Tell:  Orange stones 

Old Business:  The club will not be getting the building offered by the city/county.  The club's equip-
ment will be put into storage.  Eric will be speaking with other clubs to see if we can share space. 

New Business:  Sign up sheets for 2 hour slots for the November Show were available to sign.  We 
need donations for the raffle and silent auction!  Please bring Friday - set up day.  Also donations for 
hourly door prizes are needed! 

Break - Thank you for all the yummy treats! 

Dave gave a talk with examples of Septarians 

Next meeting will be November 4.  Our Rock and Gem Show will be November 11-12 

Meeting adjourned 11:15 

Respectively submitted by Kim Kellems 
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month  

(except for Jan, July and Dec)   

 10:00 am at the  

Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St.  

Mount Vernon WA 98273 

 

The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall be to stimulate interest in the study of  

geology, lapidary, and the collection of geological specimens. 

 

We are  a member of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the Washington 

State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Socie-

ties. 

 

Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $5.00 for those under age 16. 

  

                    Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com   

                             Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

                               Mailing address: PO BOX 244  

                                                       Mount Vernon  WA  98273 

Committees 
Annual Show Chair-Eric Self                               
Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten                       
Greeter-Peggy Peterson  
Scholarship-Peggy Peterson, Kim 
Kellems            
Publicity-Open 
Sunshine-Open 
Swap-Vandenberg's 

2023 Officers  

President        · Eric Self                      

                  360-366-6118                

Vice President     · Peggy Peterson   

                             425-299-4123 

Treasurer         ·David Britten  

                 360-755-0741 

Secretary         ·Norma McDonald   

                                        206-612-3113 

Fed. Director        ·Open 

Past President      · Wes Frank   

                                                360-757-6276 
      
Bulletin Editor     · Charlene Rhodes                                     

              360-333-2156 
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Skagit Rock and Gem Club 

PO BOX 244 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

 
DATE CLUB SHOW LOCATION 

November 2023 

4th & 5th 10am - 5pm 

Delta Rockhound Gem 

& Mineral Club 

Annual show South Delta Rec Centre 

1720 - 56 Street (Tsawwassen) Delta, 

BC 

November 2023 

11th 9am - 5pm 

12th 10am - 4pm 

Skagit Rock & Gem Club Treasures of the Earth Sedro Woolley Community Center 

703 Pacific St 

Sedro Woolley WA 98284 

November 2023 

17th 1pm - 6pm 

18th 10am - 5pm 

19th 10am - 3pm 

Abbotsford Rock 

& Gem Club 

  

Annual show Matsqui Community Hall, 

33676 St. Olaf St. 

Abbotsford BC 

  

November 2023 

18th 9am - 4:30pm 

19th 9am - 4:30pm 

Parksville & Courtenay 

Gem & Mineral Clubs 

  

Annual show Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

747 Jones St. 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

November 2023 

18th 10am - 5pm 

19th 10am - 5pm 

Kitsap Mineral 

and Gem Society 

Fall Festival of Gems The President's Hall 

1200 NW Fairgrounds Road 

Bremerton, WA 

February 2024 

10th 9am—5pm 

11th 9am—5pm 

Whidbey Island Gem Club Annual Gem Show 

  

Oak Harbor Senior Center 

51 SE Jerome St. 

Oak Harbor WA 

April 2024 
20th 10am - 5pm 
21st 10am - 4pm 

Lakeside Gem & 
Mineral Club 
  

27th Annual  

Rock & Mineral Show 
$5 adults, 12 & under 

free 

Benton Franklin County 

Fairgrounds 
Building 2, 1500 S. Oak 
Kennewick, WA 

April 2024 
27th 10am - 5pm 
28th 10am - 5pm 

West Seattle Rock Club 56th Annual 
Rock Show 

Alki Masonic Temple 
4736 40th Ave. SW. 
Seattle, WA 

 


